Management of Distance Education

d)    Separate continuation of Open University and the schools of
correspondence will check each other in regard to quality, service
etc. and the learners will tend to join the better and the other one
will die a natural death. That means the 'survival of the fittest'.
Coverage of Learners: Another point that needs attention of the
policy makers is the coverage of learners. A look at the working of
Open University/Schools of correspondence courses reveals that there
is no clear picture with them regarding the target group, its coverage
in next five years, ten years etc. In other words, there is no planned
approach regarding the general coverage of learners and also on the
basis of sex, area, age etc. As such, it is not known as to how long it
takes to bring the intending learners under the Open/Distance Learning
system. This is nothing but groping in the dark.
Structural constraints: One more problem of management of Open
Learning system relates to its structure. For instance, Dr.B.R.Ambedkar
Open Unversity, is meeting the needs of the students from Hyderabad
since its inception in 1982. While decentralisation of administration is
the slogan of the 20th century, the Open varsity is still centuries back
in this respect.
Need for Need-based courses: Courses offered by the open
universities, more or less, are the same ones as offered by conventional
universites. In addition to the conventional courses, there is an urgent
need to offer socially and contextually relevant, need-based and attractive
courses in areas like Technology, Electronics, Computer Applications,
Agro-Industries etc. Consequent upon the implementation of 73rd
Amendment of the constitution of India, thousands of SC,$T & BC
candidates in addition to Women, are going to be elected to the
institutions of Panchayat Raj. In order to make them participate fully
and meaningfully, a training programme has to be drawn up to introduce
them to the concept and philosophy of these bodies. It is also necessary
to train them in the art of participation in the deliberations of these
bodies. This job can be taken up on a war footing by the respective
State Open Universities with financial support from the government to
make our democracy a workable proposition at grassroots.
Introduction Programme: Infiltration of the formal culture in
various programmes of open education is very much seen, felt and
discussed. This was unavoidable in the initial years of the system. Now
the time has come to stop the infiltration and eliminate the formal
influence not only to establish its identity as an emerging system of
education but also to carve a niche for it in the field of education.
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